Scaling Up IMPACT

Improved Immunization Coverage with People’s Acceptance through Communications & Technology

As reported by the Department of Health (DOH), routine immunization coverage in the Philippines has not demonstrated
consistent progress. The fully immunized children (FIC) rate stands at only 62.9% in 2021 (FHSIS 2021) compared to
55.18% in 2020 and 69.08 in 2019. The 95% target coverage remains a huge challenge for most provinces and cities in the
country even in the National Capital Region.

Through the qualitative study conducted under the Project IMPACT, it was found that the overarching challenges and
concerns related to immunization among these population groups are:

¢ household competing priorities that hinder women/caretakers to remember their vaccine schedules,
e the mother not being able to decide because of familial (husband/in-law) opposition to vaccines,

e unpleasant experiences in the local health facility due to long/slow queues and hostile staff,

e fear of contracting COVID-19 when they (and their children) visit the health facility,

e vaccine hesitancy due to misinformation and fear of serious adverse effects, and

e downplaying of disease severity.

This project, funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Australia under the Vaccine Access and Health
Security Initiatives (VAHSI), aims to address the low immunization coverage among children under two years of age,
pregnant women, and boost COVID-19 vaccination rate both for primary and booster doses. Intervention under the
Project IMPACT, such as sending of SMS reminders to target populations for their scheduled visits to the local health
center for vaccines and check-up, will continue in order to cover all the required doses for a child’s routine immunization.
Should this prove to be effective in other localities, its expansion to additional project sites will encourage vaccine uptake
and provide further evidence on context-specific behaviour change interventions. Otherwise, another socio-behavioral
change communication (SBCC) plan and materials will be developed. The promotion of an inclusive and non-discriminatory
healthcare will still be pursued through health service providers’ trainings and child-centered social accountability (CCSA)

efforts.
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GOAL. OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS

Output 1.1
Improved knowledge on the importance

of vaccination among eligible target
groups
Outcome 1
Increased vaccination uptake among
target groups (pregnant women,
parents/caregivers, COVID-19
vaccination eligible groups
& groups) Output 1.2
Goal: g Improved knowledge, attitudes and skills

Contribute to increased coverage of the of health service providers on the
National Immunization Program of the delivery of quality care
Department of Health to include routine
immunization for children, maternal
immunization and COVID-19 vaccination

Qutcome 2
o Output 2.1
Improved accountability of government .
units to deliver quality immunization Feedbacks are provided by local CSOs to
ST local government units using social
accountability approach
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